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Description/Synopsis: 

 

It's almost Thanksgiving, and Hollis Joplin, a death investigator for 

the Milton County ME's Office in Atlanta, is looking forward to the 

holiday season, not to mention his wedding to Carrie Salinger in the 

spring. But his rare sense of optimism is shattered one morning when 

he receives what appears to be a set of crime scene photos. The 

victim 

turns out to be a former girlfriend, and her fiancé, a prominent black 

attorney, becomes the chief suspect. The dead woman's father, a 

retired Marine Corps general, wants Joplin to be part of the 

investigation. Concerned that the person who sent him the photos is 

trying to implicate him in the murder, and even more concerned the 

murderer may be someone very close to him, he agrees. 

 

Meanwhile, hotshot lawyer Tom Halloran, sometime friend and 

occasional bane of Joplin's existence, becomes involved in the appeal 

of a TV star's conviction for murdering his wife. The case is eerily 

similar to Joplin's: The actor is black, his dead wife was white, and 

both victims were strangled. Reluctantly, as always, Joplin and 

Halloran begin to share information. 

 

Against a backdrop of racial tensions in a community that's becoming 

polarized by newspaper headlines describing a "modern-day 

Othello," they focus on whether the murders were committed by the 

same person. When more deaths occur, the answer seems clear--but 

as both men have discovered in the past, appearances can be 

deceiving, and villainy comes disguised in many forms. 
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While completing a Master of Science degree in Criminal Justice at 

Georgia State University in 1987, P. L. Doss served a graduate 

internship at the Fulton County Medical Examiner’s Office. Assigned 

to the investigative division, she discovered how important the duties 

of the investigators were in helping the forensic pathologists 

determine cause and manner of death. She was also able to observe 

many autopsies—an experience that proved to be invaluable in 

toughening her up for her career in law enforcement, first as a 

volunteer analyst in the Missing Children’s Information Center at the 

Georgia Bureau of Investigation, and then as a probation officer and 

supervisor of officers at the Georgia Department of Corrections. She 

currently lives in the North Georgia mountains with her husband and 

cat and is working on a new book outside the Joplin/Halloran series. 
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